John 1:14-28 (New International Version) Bible Reading
John 1:14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his
glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and
truth.
John 1:15 (John testified concerning him. He cried out, saying, “This is the one I spoke about when I
said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’”
John 1:16 Out of his fullness we have all received grace in place of grace already given.
John 1:17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.
John 1:18 No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest
relationship with the Father, has made him known.
John 1:19 Now this was John’s testimony when the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem sent priests and
Levites to ask him who he was.
John 1:20 He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, “I am not the Messiah.”
John 1:21 They asked him, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are
you the Prophet?” He answered, “No.”
John 1:22 Finally they said, “Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those who
sent us. What do you say about yourself?”
John 1:23 John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, “I am the voice of one calling in
the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way for the Lord.’”
John 1:24 Now the Pharisees who had been sent
John 1:25 questioned him, “Why then do you baptize if you are not the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor
the Prophet?”
John 1:26 “I baptize with water,” John replied, “but among you stands one you do not know.
John 1:27 He is the one who comes after me, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy
to untie.”
John 1:28 This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where John was
baptizing.

Summary
The Word (Jesus) became a human being and lived here with us. From him all the
kindness and all the truth of God have come to us. John spoke about him and shouted, "This
is the one I told you would come! He is greater than I am, because he was alive before I was
born." We have been greatly blessed because of Jesus, God’s Son. The Law was given by
Moses, but Jesus Christ brought us undeserved kindness and truth. No one has ever seen
God. The only Son, who is truly God and is closest to the Father, has shown us what God is
like. The religious leaders in Jerusalem wanted to know who John was. John was baptizing
people. He told them, "I am not the Messiah." John explained in the words of the prophet
Isaiah, "I am only someone shouting in the desert, `Get the road ready for the Lord!' " John
also explained about Jesus and said, "Even though I came first, I am not good enough to untie
sandals of Jesus."

Prayer

(This is an example of how you can talk to God based on these verses.)

God, our heavenly Father, Thank you for sending Jesus, to show us what you are like. Thank
you for the kindness and truth we find in Jesus. Help us to know Jesus personally. Amen
(Saying ‘amen’ is like saying ‘This is what I want to say.’)

Vocabulary – John 1:14-28 (New International Version)
A. Match each word to its picture.
1. wilderness (vs.23)

2. baptize (vs.25)

a.

b.

3. water (vs.26)

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

c.

4. sandals (vs.27)

d.

B. Match each word on the left with its best definition on the right.
5. dwelling (vs. 14)

e. to say clearly that something is true

6. testifies (vs. 15)

f. a house, apartment etc where people live

7. worthy (vs. 27)

g. to admit publicly

8. confess ( vs. 20)

h. to deserve to be treated a certain way

C. For each listed word, circle the one correct meaning.
9. prophet (vs. 21)

i. holy man, salesman, repair man

10. straight (vs. 23)

j. something round, a line that is not curved, to be bendy

11. know (vs. 26)

k. to see, to be sure, to hear

D. “Grace” is defined as “God’s kindness.” Count how many times the
word “grace” is used in this passage.

Answers: 1.c. 2.a. 3.d. 4.b. 5.f. 6.e.
10. a line that is not curved
11. to be sure

7.h. 8.g. 9. Jewish holy man
D. three (vs. 14, 16, 17)

John 1:14-28 Questions
Q. 1. Verse 14 tell us that the Word (Jesus) made his dwelling among us. Let’s
make a list of words related to dwellings (e.g., houses) or parts of a house.
Q. 2. What are the similarities and differences between the place you live in now
and the place(s) you lived in when you were young?
Q. 3. Verse 14 tells us Jesus was “full of grace and truth.” What words would you
use to describe the ideal person?
Q. 4. John said that Jesus “surpassed” him (verse 15). In what ways do people
surpass you (do better than you)? In what ways do you surpass other people (do
better than them)?
Q. 5. What do you like or dislike about people who surpass you?
Q. 6. Verse 20 has the words “did not fail to.” Lets practice making sentences
using the pattern “__________ did not fail to ________ .”
Q. 7. In verse 21 people asked John “who are you?” If people asked you this
question, what would you say?
Q. 8. Verse 23 refers to “the wilderness.” What words can we use to describe the
wilderness?
Q. 9. Tell us about a time when you were in the wilderness.
Q. 10. Verse 27 refers to “straps” and “sandals.” Let’s make a list of words related
to shoes or parts of a shoe.
Q. 11. Verse 18 tell us “no one has ever seen God.” What do you think it would be
like to see God?
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